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SUMMARIES FROM THE CHINESE PRESS 
‘ep BY THE Roya InstiruTrE oF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS BY 
PRANGEMENT WITH THE INFORMATION SERVICE ON INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS. 


Summaries of articles in the Chinese vernacular Press will be published as 
Supplement to the Bulletin from time to time, in order that those interested 
Chinese Affairs may be informed as to the manner in which current events are 
evened to the Chinese people. It will, of course, be understood that the 
lication of them does not imply approval of the opinions expressed nor 
irantee that the facts stated in them are not distorted, incorrect or biassed. 


InsvituTe OF PactFric RELATIONS CONFERENCE, Kyoro. 


vm the Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin), September 27th, 1929. 

A leading article under the heading ‘“* Approaching Pacific Conference 
Kyoto” says that recently the American delegates to the Conference 
ve visited China in order to get information at first hand ; the Japanese 
ve prepared much material on the subject of Manchuria and Mongolia, 
bi at the Conference they will, both directly and indirectly, vaunt their 
ustructive achievements in the north-east of China. Last month an 
merican correspondent toured Manchuria under the auspices of the South 
anchurian Railway ; this was with a view to enlisting the support of 
merican public opinion at the Conference. China, too, has not been 
ckward in making preparations ; and her delegates at the Conference will 
armed with the necessary documents. 

The delegates are mostly statesmen out of office, bankers, economic and 
litical experts, and newspaper correspondents ; all are men of standing 
ii likely to influence public opinion. The British and American delegates 
lude men of Cabinet rank as well as experts in many branches. 

‘lt is generally agreed that the centre of gravity of world politics has 
ited to the Pacific, and the ultimate fate of the north-eastern portion 
China will be the main issue. There are two points worthy of our closest 
ention. (1) Since the advent to power of the Labour Party the British 
binet has cultivated close relations with America; and the attitude of 
¢ British delegates at the Conference will be largely dependent on the 
tations between Japan and America. (2) Japan has been consolidating 
t already dominant position in Manchuria and Mongolia whilst at the 
he time endeavouring to attract foreign—and especially American—capital 
their so-called development ; she would thus obtain international support 
the furtherance of her designs on these territories. The Japanese delegates 
‘ie Conference will be well worth watching. 





A still more important consideration for us is that the delegates to ¢4 
Conference are experienced men of the world and experts in various subjec 
and our people in urging their views must confine themselves strictly ; 
facts sofas to present a true picture of the conditions in China and of i 
hopes and aspirations of the Chinese people. If they indulge in propaga 
which is not in accordance with the facts or make use of provocative languag 


they will only arouse antagonism and injure China’s cause. 

Note.—The Shanghai Sin Wan Pao of October 21st has a long leading an; 
(concluded in the following day’s issue) on the subject of the Kyoto Conference eXxpresei 
much the same ideas. Japan is represented as leaving no stone unturned to ob 
foreign—especially American—capital and support in furtherance of her aggresi 
designs on Manchuria and Mongolia; and the Powers are warned of the grave situaii 
which will result from their being misled by Japan’s clever propaganda. Tr. 


BRIBERY IN JAPAN. 


From the Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin), September 28th, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading ** Bribery in Japan,”’ after commenti 
at length on the recent arrest and prosecution of high officials in Japan, 
charges of bribery and corruption, says that the two points to which Chine 
should pay attention are (1) the effect it will have in Japanese Governme 
circles, and (2) the powers of Japanese Courts. 

After discussing the future prospects of the party now in power, the wit 
says that for a minister to accept bribes is a disgrace to the Japanese (over 
ment but, after all, no country is immune from this type of scandal; t 
important thing is whether or not the delinquents are brought to just 
Past experience in similar cases shows that the Japanese Courts are i 
entirely ineffective, and the mere fact that these cases are brought to lig 
is proof that the Japanese Government regards the matter seriously. | 
own Government circles are by no means free from corruption, and i! 
important that the guilty should be dealt with by the Courts. Everyo 
knows that we have not got an honest officialdom, but no one has ever hea 
of corrupt officials being prosecuted, stil] less of a case of bribery being expos 
Have Chinese officials renounced bribery, or is it that the Courts do not 
cannot take action? If the latter is the case then we do not come up 


Japan’s standard. 


AMERICAN Rep Cross REportT ON FAMINE CONDITIONS IN CHINA 


From the Ta Kung Pao (Tientsin), October 2nd, 1929. 


A leading article under the heading ‘“‘ American Red Cross Rep 
on Famine Conditions in China,” quotes the Report as saying that fore 
assistance does China more harm than good, and that the famine is due 
adverse conditions caused by the absence of an efficient Government. 
writer goes on to say that this expression of opinion effectually dissip 
their dreams of obtaining unlimited supplies from an America rolling in mou 
and in this connection he recalls that a few months ago a prominent Auet! 
banker told an influential Chinese personage that when American bank 
made loans they made them as business men and not as philanthrop' 
Straight talking such as this is of inestimable value te China. 

The Red Cross Report is absolutely in accordance with facts, 
China can remove these evils she can never rid herself of famine. tu 
is a dearth of grain in some parts of the country, in others there is a super! 
all that is necessary is transport. China should reduce her army expen 
and organise relief on a large scale ; but there is no leisure for this; °® 
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the Government could not undertake this work merchants could if they were 
not hampered by scarcity of transport and vexatious taxation en route, which 
not only prevents grain being sent to the famine districts but also hinders the 
export of such local products as they may have for sale. As the American 
Report says, bandits and military exactions are largely responsible for the 
famine; but this has nothing to do with drought and floods—it is entirely 
a matter of administration ; and when they say that foreign assistance does 
no good to China they are perfectly correct. If our authorities give heed to the 
American Report they will lose no time in organising relief and abolishing all 
harsh and restrictive measures. If this report succeeds in arousing our 
authorities to a sense of their duty it will be worth more than miany millions 


of dollars. 
THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


From the Za Kung Pao (Tientsin), October 10th, 1929. 


Ina leading article under the heading “ Congratulations on the Anniversary 
of the Republic ” [the revolution which resulted in the fall of the Manchu 
dynasty broke out at Wuchang on October 10th, 1911] the writer recalls the 
hopes and aspirations to which he gave expression on the same occasion a 
vear ago. He advanced “‘ simple requests ”’ for the limitation of loans and 
additional taxation, for the abolition of illegal taxation, for the strict enforce- 
ment of the law, and for the elimination of bandits ; but nothing has been 
done in any one of these directions—conditions are even worse than they were 
a year ago. In spite of official promises of amelioration the plight of the 
masses remains deplorable. That there is widespread famine with no adequate 
relief measures, and several provinces devastated by drought and floods may 
not be entirely due to bad government, but it is certainly not the fault of the 
people. This year’s civil wars have certainly hindered the introduction of 
the tutelary period of government ; but they are in no way responsible for the 
duplication of posts, for the poor results achieved, for the failure to eliminate 
corruption or assure the independence of the Courts. All these have nothing 
tcdo with military operations. The result is that to-day there is a feeling of 
anxiety and pessimism very different to the joyous hopes and expectations 
which prevailed at this time last year. 

He concludes by saying that in spite of these adverse conditions there is 
uo real ground for anxiety or pessimism, and all will be well if only energetic 
measures are taken to reform the abuses which he has signalled. 


RecrprocaL Rieguts oF INLAND NAVIGATION. 


From the Shih Shih Hsin Pao (Shanghai), October 16th, 1929. 


_A leading article under the heading “‘ Reciprocal Rights of Inland 
Navigation” says that any idea of inserting such a provision in the new 
Japanese Treaty is entirely out of the question. The Shanghai [Chinese] 
Mercantile Marine Association has declared that the proposal to amend the 
objectionable unilateral privileges accorded by the unequal treaties by making 
them reciprocal is merely a trap and would result in handing over our shipping 
industry to the Japanese. 

Inland navigation rights are an important item in the unequal treaties ; 
they also enable the Imperialist Powers to encroach on China’s economic and 
political rights, For many years past numerous foreign craft have invaded 
our inland waterways and annually taken untold sums from China in the 
‘orm of freight and passenger fares ; in addition, under pretext of protecting 





these vessels, foreign meu-of-war steam into inland waters and by their 
disregard of the rules of the road cause much damage to shipping. So | long 
as foreigners retain their inland navigation rights our shipping cannot make 
any headway ; ; they must be abolished, not “merely reciprocated. We are 
lacking both in ships and personnel. How can our few antequated vessels 
compete with modern mail-boats or in Japanese inland waters ? * Reciprocal 
rights ’’ would simply furnish a legal justification for foreign navigation of our 
inland waters whilst we, who have not a single ship which could ever reach 
foreign shores, would merely gain an illusory privilege in exchange for a very 
realloss. Only a fortnight ago the Japanese Foreign Minister told Mr. Saburi, 
the new Minister to China, that Chinese shipping was not in a position to 
engage in the Japanese coastal trade. It is obvious, therefore, that the 
Japanese would be only too willing to agree to these ‘‘ reciprocal rights,” but 
surely our Government will not be fooled in this way. 
Note.—The Ta Kung Pao of the same date has a leading article in a similar straiy, 
* Reciprocal shipping rights ’’ in the new Japanese treaty would simply make a presen 
of the Chinese shipping » industry to Japan; for the industry to exist, foreign shipping 
must be eliminated from the coastal and inland trade. And this, thoegh esscntial, is 
not in itself sufficient. The most important condition of the industry's survival is th 
avoidance of civil war ; the commandeering of the vessels for military purposes dislocatcs 
the services and entails ruinous losses on shipowners. Tr. 


REPORT OF FAMINE COMMISSION IN SHENSI. 
From the Sin Wan Pao (Shanghai), October 18th, 1929. 

A leading article under the heading ** A Great Calamity,” quotes a report 
by a Famine Commission in Shensi saying that the whole district of Fu Feng 
has not more than 160,000 inhabitants and of these more than 50,000 ar 
dead and over 30,000 have fled. In the country eighty or ninety per cent. 
of the houses have been destroyed, and in villages which formerly housed 
80 or 90 families only three or four now remain. The number of children 
drowned and abandoned is appalling. From the statistics of this one district 
the plight of the whole province of Shensi and other provinces may be gauged. 

The natural remedy would be to send food to the famine districts and 
organize a relief fund ; but with no facilities for transport there is nothing to 
do but watch the unfolding of the tragedy. And this is only the beginning of 
autumn. Ina short time the rigours of winter will increase the suffering: of 
these unfortunate people. 

Note.—The terrible conditions prevailing in the north-western provinces 
constant subject of comment in the papers. Tr. 


the 


TIME FOR SELF-EXAMINATION. 
From the Shen Pao (Shanghai), September 10th, 1929. 
g I 


“al 


A leading article, under the heading * Time for self-examination,” 
that if we desire smooth relations with foreign Powers we must amend the 


internal government of the country. If we can guarantee the securit, ©! 


life and property we shall gain the sympathy of the world and estab lish out 
position in the comity of nations. 

The outstanding features of good government are a complete legal system 
an army which obeys the laws, a police force which does not ‘exceed its 
powers, a freedom from brigandage. Not only must the masses enjoy 
security and be free to devote all their energies to their occupations but 
travellers and merchants must also be assured of protection. 
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